
All Age Autism Strategy
Priorities check in for the delivery plan project

A survey  was actioned via newsletter and social media to check in 
with people on the priorities for the All Ages Autism Strategy 

Delivery Plan. Were they still the same overarching  themes and 
priorities we heard through the Autism strategy consultation?

We asked people to rate the themes and  priorities based on what is 
important to them (top 3) and what they would like commissioners 

to focus on first in Rotherham

Appendix 2. 



Overarching  Them
es arising from 
Voice in All age 
Autism Strategy 

Engagement
Oct 2023

Health Inequalities. (Access to 
services, including mental health)

Voice of Individual. (Not feeling heard/ 
listened to by services)

Community Inclusion. (Feeling 
isolated in local neighbourhood)



 Original Priorities 
from All age 

Autism Strategy 
Engagement – 

Oct 2023

• Autism Diagnosis Experience
• Mental health / Emotional wellbeing
• Information and advice
• Education
• Employment & Volunteering
• Housing
• Social care
• Physical health
• Hospital Admissions
• Unpaid carers
• Criminal Justice system



Participants
• Given the timescales, the survey was sent out internally to the RPFL 

community via a RANSS newsletter, shared on the RANSS and RPCF 
Facebook pages,  advertised on the RANSS website and shared internally 
with staff to share with the neurodivergent  people they encounter. 

• We asked people to complete this by the end of March with a view to 
feedback the results to commissioners in April 2025. The survey was live for 
4 weeks.

• 54 people completed the survey
• 80% of those that participated identified as autistic
• 25 people identified as autistic, 18 identified as both autistic and ADHD
• 3 people identified as ADHD (one of these shared they are also a 

parent/carer of autistic and ADHD children)
• 8 people identified as parent/carers of a neurodivergent person



Overarching Themes
• We asked people to rate the three overarching themes on their 

importance
• We asked them to rate each of them as "Very Important" 

"Important" "Unimportant" and "Uncertain of the Importance"
• The results show that all three of these themes are still important 

to the community and the numbers are very close, however 
"Voice of Individual" came out as the most important, followed 
by "Health Inequalities" in second place and "Community 
Inclusion" in third

• The next slides show details of each theme's rating



1. Voice of Individual

Out of the 54 participants:
• 35 said this was Very Important
• 18 said this was Important
• 1 said this was Unimportant
• No one said they were Uncertain of 

the Importance



2. Health inequalities

Out of the 54 participants:
• 34 said this was Very Important
• 18 said this was Important
• 2 said this was Unimportant
• No one said they were Uncertain of 

the Importance



3. Community Inclusion

Out of the 54 participants:
• 20 said this was Very Important
• 27 said this was Important
• 3 said this was Unimportant
• 4 said they were Uncertain of the 

Importance



Priorities
• There were 11 priorities arising from voice  in the All Age Autism 

Strategy
• We asked  people to rate each priority based on how important they are 

for them personally. The scale indicated "Very Important", "Important", 
"Unimportant", "Uncertain of the Importance"

• We also asked people to then tell us the three most important priorities 
to them

• In both sections the areas considered most important were Mental 
Health/Emotional Wellbeing, Information & Advice and Autism 
Diagnosis Process

• The next slides show the ratings for each priority

























Number of participants who rated each priority as either     
"Very Important" or "Important"



Participants' "Top 3"

• Participants were then asked to tell us the three priorities which are 
most important to them. We asked them to think about the areas 
they  consider most important and want to be focused on first in the 
delivery plan

• Participants were given the opportunity to select up to three, but did 
not have to select the full amount; some people selected just their one 
priority

• 47 participants chose three options
• 4 participants chose two options
• 3 participants chose one option
• The next slide shows a chart with the number of participants who 

chose each priority in their top three



This chart shows how many participants included each priority in 
their "Top 3"



Voice of Participants

• Participants were given the opportunity to share any other 
comments with us when completing the survey

• 16 participants shared additional information with us that is 
important to them

• The following slides include what they have shared and if they 
identify as autistic, autistic & ADHD, ADHD or parent/carer













Analysis

• Mental Health/Emotional Wellbeing is the primary  focus from 
the consultation as the priority in the Delivery Plan

• 2nd and 3rd priorities are Information & Advice and the Autism 
Diagnosis Process

• Following these priorities in order are Education, Physical Health, 
Employment & Volunteering, Housing, Social Care, Hospital 
Admissions, Unpaid Carers and the Criminal Justice System

• The four priorities that have scored lower than the rest also score 
highest for "Uncertain of the Importance" so these topics may 
need clarifying and revisiting 



Conclusion

• Delivery plan for the strategy:
• Yr 1: Feb 25 to December 25  - Delivery Plan for All Age Autism Strategy 

Draft Plan.docx
• Action plan with Focus on top 3 priorities as individual workstreams, 

incorporating 3 overarching themes in all.
• Continue to gather voice via specific "Voice & Influence" groups for 

adults, parents and young people, along with visiting partner groups, 
offering opportunity for people to share their voice one to one and 
online for those not able to attend groups.

• Restructure local area Autism Partnership board with relevant services 
to action the priorities /ownership of plan

https://rotherhamparentsforu.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/VoiceandInfluence/ERs8k5lbZt9Kuhe3QxQtxvgBCUDEdkxO5kHED-IXG0T30A?e=NNuy24
https://rotherhamparentsforu.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/VoiceandInfluence/ERs8k5lbZt9Kuhe3QxQtxvgBCUDEdkxO5kHED-IXG0T30A?e=NNuy24
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